Yosé says, “The first of it falls on the seventeenth, the intermediate on 
the twenty-third, and the last on the thirtieth [= the new moon of 
Kislev].” And so did R. Yosé say, “Individuals do not begin to fast be 
fore the new moon [of Kislev]’” [cf. M. 1:4A] [T. Ta. 1:3]. 


1:2: How much rain must descend for a person to be liable to say a 
blessing? R. Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “At the outset, enough 
to fructify the earth. At the end, enough to wash off the surface of roof 
tiles.” R. Yannai b. R. Ishmael in the name of R. Simeon b. Laqish: 
“At the outset, enough to fructify the earth, and at the end, enough to 
dissolve the sealing clay [used to stop a cask].” R. Yosé in the name of 
R. Judah, R. Jonah, R. Judah in the name of Samuel: “In the 
beginning, enough to fructify the earth. At the end, even any small 
amount at all [suffices]. 


1:3: R. Judah bar Ezekiel said, “This is how my father, Ezekiel, would 
say a blessing when it rained: ‘May your name, O our king, be 
magnified, sanctified, blessed, and exalted, for each and every drop of 
rain that you bring down for us. For you keep them apart from one 
another, as it is said, “For he draweth away the drops of water, which 
distil rain from his mist [which the skies pour down, and drop upon the 
multitude]’ (Job 36:27, 28). [The word for ‘drawing away’ is used in 
the sense of ‘keeping apart’] as indicated in the following verse: ‘And 
an abatement shall be made from thy valuation’” (Lev. 27:18). 


1:4: How much rain must fall to contain the first rainfall? “Enough to 
fill a utensil three handbreadths in height,” the words of R. Meir. R. 
Judah says, “The first is a handbreadth, the second, two handbreadths, 
and the final one, three handbreadths.” Said R. Simeon b. Eleazar, 
“You do not get a handbreadth of rain which falls from above of which 
the earth does not discharge two handbreadths on its account, “and so 
it says, ‘Deep calls unto deep at the thunder of thy cataracts’” (Ps. 
42:7) [T. Ta. 1:4G-K]. 


1:5: Said R. Levi, “The upper water is male, and the lower water is 
female. “What is the scriptural basis for this view? “Let the sky pour 
down salvation, let the earth open’ (Is. 45:8). “Let the earth open like a 
woman who opens before the male. ““Let the sky pour down salvation’ 
(Is. 45:8)— this refers to procreation. “‘And let it cause righteousness 
to spring up also’ (Is. 45:8)— this refers to rain. “ʻI the Lord have 
created it’ (Is. 45:8)— for this purpose did I create it, for the good 
order and settlement of the world.” R. Aha, and there is he who repeats 
the tradition in the name of R. Simeon b. Gamaliel, “And why is it 


